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Dear Friends of St Judeôs, 

  

 Almost all over the world, the new year is a time to close old chapters and begin new 

ones. For me it is always an amazing time for reflection and renewal...I get to look back and fore-

cast. I have the opportunity to make adjustments and evaluations, change the mistakes and keep 

pushing the small victories.  

 In this Friendôs newsletter, I wish to do exactly that. We have some amazing end of the 

year efforts by our outstanding world wide Friendôs network...big and small, old and young, our 

supporters have been so busy, working hard to spread awareness about our fight against poverty 

here in Tanzania. 

 I hope that this newsletter will allow you to draw inspiration from our determined Friends. 

Whatever your resolution was for this year...gaining or losing 5 pounds, working more or less, or 

simply enjoying life a bit more...I hope that being a Friend of St Judeôs is a part of these goals.  

 Each and every feature in this newsletter demonstrates how much fun our Friends have 

spreading awareness, and how the promises our Friends made to St Judeôs last year are helping 

us here in Tanzania keep the promises that we have made our students and Staff this year.  

 The Friends program proves everyday that ordinary people, all over the world, can make a 

difference. A massive thank you from all of us here at St Judeôs to all of you out there, for helping 

us to keep our promises, reach our goals, and most of all, for making us a part of your new years 

resolution.  

 Please feel free to email me anytime with event ideas or pictures, or simply if you have 

questions or want to be in touch. Enjoy all these fabulous new event ideas and thank you again 

for your love and support! 

A New Years Resolution...  

 Thanks to all the 

support from our 

Friends around the 

world, life at The 

School of St Jude can 

continue this year as it 

did last year: Students 

will write their spon-

sors, teachers can teach 

their classes, and a 

whole new group of 

Tanzaniaõs poorest but 

brightest children will 

get the chance for  ac-

cessible, free and qual-

ity education.  



...For St Judeõs 

 One of the most amazing aspects of 

the Friends program is that it pulls together 

people from all different walks of life. No 

matter what age, religion, community or 

even continentðpeople unite all over in a 

common spirit to help other. This is just 

amazing.  

 One such story comes to us in the 

Model Train Fundraising Day at Brewongle, 

where a whole community united for a day 

of fun and giving.  

 The day included ñvolunteers, model 

train drivers, Rotary, Country Women's  

Association and local Sing Australia 

chorò...probably bringing close to 1000  

people passing through 'Clifton Park' on the 

day. What was the celebration for? A model 

locomotive fundraiser, where a model of 

every locomotive to ñever run Bathurst to 

Sydney to the present day Indian Pacific 

were on the line,ò with all proceeds of the 

day going to help the students of St Judeôs.  

 The model train exhibition also 

served to spread some much needed 

awareness about St Judeôs. Not even the 

poor weather could slow this community 

down, and in the end a fantastic time was 

had by all with the added bonus that ñSt 

Judeôs has again come to the attention of 

many people,ò says Friend of St Judeôs 

Terry Hickson.  

  It is simply astounding what creative 

event ideas people put together. Thank you 

Terry, all the committee members and all 

the train enthusiasts who attended and 

supported the Model Train Fundraiser in 

Bathurst.  

 

 Thanks to your efforts, and the efforts of all our Friends world wide, the students and staff 

of St Judeôs can start 2010 with hope, smiles and a great big THANK YOU!!! 

 Not only did the Model Train Fund-

raiser create a day of  community spirit 

and fun, but it also made quite a media 

splash. Thanks to all these efforts, hun-

dreds of people learned about St Judeõs 

and our fight against poverty. Asante 

Sana!  

 



A New Years Resolution...  

 This next story is one of the most beautiful features we have had  in our Friendôs newslet-

ters. While Kim was in the United States, I got a great email from her: ñI had the privilege of meet-

ing two extraordinary young woman (I find it hard to call them girls when they were so mature 

and wise!) in San Diego who came to a St Jude's awareness-raising evening at the home of St 

Jude's great supporters, Marilyn and Lane Hauck.ò 

    With each and every word of her email, Kim astonished me. We are both so moved by the 

story of Zoe (Grade 4) and Mae (Grade 1), who with the help of their dedicated mom Lisa, cre-

ated a Martin-Parkinson's savings' scheme where they put their regular pocket money into four 

sections of their savings' box - a percentage for long term personal saving, short term personal 

saving, personal spending and charity saving.   

   After watching the 10 minute DVD and hear-

ing stories about St Jude's, they approached 

Kim with their combined charity savings 

(US$100) to go towards books for the students' 

libraries at St Jude's.  

 Zoe and Mae, you are an inspiration to 

so many people around the world. You have 

once again demonstrated that the biggest 

hearts often come in the smallest packages. 

The students of St Judeôs can not thank you 

enough. You are both simply wonderful!  

 Deputy Director Kim with Zoe and 

Mae, who not only took time to attend an 

awareness raising event, but put their own 

savings towards books for our Students at St 

Judeõs. Simply Amazing!!!! 


